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Martz t e l l s Libby residents t o 'qu i t condemning'
By TOM LACEKY
Associated Press WriterLIBBY - Gov. J u d yMartz showed the f l a g duringa whirlwind visit hereW e d n e s d a y , as suring resi-dents that state governmentcares about them and urgingthem to care about eachother."I just beg you all to try towork together," M a r t z t o ldsome 200 people at a three-hour afternoon "listening ses-sion." She said the same thingin a variety of ways throughher day-long visit."Quit criticizing, complain-ing and condemning," shesaid later." D o n ' t separate your-selves," she said at anotherstop. "What will you have in

three years if you can't speakto your neighbors?"She was a l l u d i n g to divi-sions within the communityover questions of cleaning updecades of asbestos contami-nation and whether the town
should be declared aSuper fund site.Dozens of asbestos-relateddeath s and hundreds of i l l -nesses in Libby have beenlinked in recent years to theW.R. Grace & Co. vermiculitemine, which shut down in1990. Vermiculite ore from theLibby mine contained tremo-lite asbestos, which is consid-ered a major h e a l t h threatwhen airborne. The vermi-culite was used for years tomake a variety of produc t s ,i n c l u d i n g household insula-

tion.Three more years is theoutside time period needed tocomplete cleanup of the area' snine sites of major contamina-tion, said Paul Peronard, theEnvironmental P r o t e c t i o nAgency' s on-site coordinator.The EPA is l ike ly to pro-pose listing the town and adja-cent sites on its N a t i o n a lPriorities L i s t , which wouldprovide addit ional f e d e r a lc leanup he lp . As governor,M a r t z has near-veto powerover the designation, but saysshe has not decided.Peronard and the EPA gota s t a n d i n g ovat ion at thea f t e r n o o n session. N e a r l yevery speaker denouncedGrace, c a l l i n g the companydece i t ful and untrustworthy.

At a brie f meeting la t e r ,members of the LibbyChamber of Commerce andother business p e o p l e voicedmajor concerns about thef i n a n c i a l t r o u b l e s tha t aS u p e r f u n d de s ignat ion couldcause.M a r t z said her c h i e faccompli shment on the t r i pwas to assure the p eop l e ofLibby that state governmentcares and is ready to help.Peronard escorted Martzto several cleanup sites andexp la ined the problems andthe cleaning process.Lerah Parker broke downand wept as she showed Martzphotos of a 21-acre site alongthe Kootenai River jus t northof town where she and herhusband, M e l , had operatedRaintr e e N u r s e r y . T h e y

bought t h e s i t e , i n c l u d i n gsome buildings, from Grace in1993, before the asbestos cont-a m i n a t i o n was d i s c o v e r e d .They learned of it in newspa-per reports.The site now is a m a j o rcleanup p r o j e c t , a dirt androck Held empty of greeneryand f i l l e d wi th d i r t - m o v i n gmachines. The Parkers havebeen out for two years, butthe EPA says they may beable to return late this year.I n town, M i l l w o r k W e s tstill operates in a bui ld ing atG r a c e ' s o l d e x p o r t p l a n t .Owners J u d y and Mel Burnettbuttonholed the governor tocharge that Grace did a poorjob of cleaning the site, liter-ally throwing some equipmentand tools into a steel shed s t i l lcovered with asbestos.
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